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Performances: August 19-28, 2022 at the Everett Performing Arts Center, 2710 Wetmore Avenue, Everett. 

 

Parents Note: Only parents are qualified to determine what is appropriate for their children. This Production 

Guide is available on our website and at the Village Theatre Everett Box Office to help you make the decision that 

is right for you and your family.  

 

Versions available to preview: A script is available at the Everett Performing Arts Center Box Office. Call (425) 392-

2202 to arrange to read a copy at the theatre.  

 

Production length: The show will run approximately two hours fifteen minutes with one 20-minute intermission. 

 

Why did KIDSTAGE decide to produce Disney’s Newsies? 

This production of Disney’s Newsies is this year’s SummerStock Production. 

 

SummerStock provides an opportunity for 30 young people, ages 10–18, to come together to perform on the Everett 

Performing Arts Center stage with the support of Village Theatre professionals. SummerStock is the perfect answer for 

the passionate performer looking to stay happy and busy in the summer. The musical is fully directed and designed by 

theatre professionals and features a live orchestra, beautiful sets, costumes, lighting, and sound. SummerStock also 

provides several non-acting opportunities for students through the Technical Theatre Program (TTP) in Orchestra 

Performance, Direction, Design, and Management.   

 

Newsies celebrates the optimism of youth and the importance of fighting for what is right and equitable. People of all 

demographics, societies, cultures, financial standings, genders, sexual orientation, and all levels of society should and 

must have a place at the table. Activism is perseverance. The Newsies embrace and celebrate their differences to fight for 

change in the world, no matter how daunting the task may seem. The show challenges audiences to rise up and fight for a 

better world and does through some of the catchiest songs and iconic choreography in musical theatre today.  

  
Synopsis 

“It's time to carry the banner on your stage with Disney's Newsies! Set in turn-of-the century New York City, Newsies is 

the rousing tale of Jack Kelly, a charismatic newsboy and leader of a band of teenaged "newsies." When titans of 

publishing raise distribution prices at the newsboys’ expense, Jack rallies newsies from across the city to strike against the 

unfair conditions and fight for what is right.” -From Music Theatre International  

 

 

 

Script Content Details 

Please Note: the following contains plot spoilers. 

 

Violence: There are numerous instances throughout the show where the group of Newsies newspaper employees playfully 

rough house with each other, never with malice, to show friendship, camaraderie, and community. Several supporting 

characters antagonize the Newsies and threaten them with physical violence, arrests by the police, and apprehension by a 

corrupt employee of the Refuge, the city orphanage. In some scenes, protagonists are seen physically fighting antagonists 

https://villagetheatre.org/technical-theatre-program/


in response to the violence they inflict. In the Act I climax, members of the New York Police Department, The World 

newspaper company, and the Refuge get into a large physical altercation with the Newsies, eventually beating up and 

capturing a prominent protagonist and escorting him away by dragging their disabled leg. A prominent supporting 

character sings a song describing the horrid conditions of the Refuge. Some antagonists are also seen physically 

restraining the main character and being escorted to a cellar to wait for authorities. 

 

Language: A prominent supporting character is referred to as a “crip” several times in reference to their disabled leg. 

“Hell” and “damn” are used as situational exclamations. The phrase “son of a…” appears in a song lyric but is not fully 

sung through. A character is called “dumb.”  

 

Sexual Content: The main character makes a few attempts to go on a date with another protagonist. The two main 

characters are seen embracing, holding hands, and kissing a couple times in Act II. A prominent young supporting 

character innocently points out a vaudeville dancer’s clothing.  

 

Drug/Alcohol References: A prominent supporting character is seen with a cigar throughout the show. Brandy and other 

alcoholic drinks are referenced in lyrics of one song. In the same song, a character references how she inherited her wealth 

by dating prominent men in her life. Another song references characters getting drunk after being defeated by city 

authorities at the end of Act I. 

 

Other: The musical covers several topical themes, all revolving around social justice. Ideas such as fighting for what is 

right and equitable, advocating for all people to have a place at the table, celebrating people’s differences, and challenging 

each other to create a better world for everyone all included here. The action is driven by the Newsies’ desire for a better, 

equitable life with fairer pay, better working conditions and benefits, and getting, at minimum, a “square deal.” The labor 

movement and related unionization of workers are big components of the show’s storyline. Other subplots that are 

explored include the establishment of child labor laws, misogyny and gatekeeping of underrepresented communities in the 

work place, and disability justice. 


